
January 11, 2026 
Our Mission: To be a living  

example of the love 
of Jesus Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ELCA Northwestern Ohio Synod 

 

As the holiday lights and decorations are put 
away and life returns to whatever normal 
may look like, it is easy to feel discouraged 
or let down in the new year. Resolutions are 
forgotten. Expectations don’t meet reality. 
It’s too loud or too quiet or too something 
we can’t name. What does hope even look 

like in the new year? In our Gospel readings, it begins with a reminder of God’s ever-
present love. And continues in glimpses of hope that we can hold onto and share with one 
another. We invite you to join us as we focus on Hope to start the New Year.  
 
 01/11/26 Beloved Matthew 3:13-17 
 01/18/26 Come & See! John 1:29-42 
 01/25/26 Great Light Matthew 4:12-23 
 02/01/26 Blessed Matthew 5:1-12 
 02/08/26 Salt, Light & Leaven Matthew 5:13-30 
 02/15/26 Beloved  Matthew 17:1-9 

After reviewing our Emergency Action Plan and 
meeting with a security expert we are imple-
menting a few changes. Beginning in January we 
will be locking the glass doors on Secor when 

the bell has rung for each worship. When everyone is in worship that entrance is unattend-
ed. If you arrive after the start of worship, you will be able to enter via the Big Red Roors or 
the Indian Road entrance. For the same reason, we will also keep the external DIT doors (by 
the dumpster) permanently locked from the outside. You will still be able to use all doors to 
exit the building. 



 

Lunches with Luther 

Weekly Lunches with Luther meetings continue every Tuesday at our 
usual time, 11:30am in the Nest to eat a packed lunch and then launch 
into discussion at about noon. Booklets are available for our current top-
ic, Together by Grace: Romans. 
 
 
 

Leaders from Ascension, First St. John, and Olivet Lutheran churches are proud 
to present the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration held 
at 3pm, January 18th at Glenwood Lutheran Church. Dr. King challenged us to 
remember our baptism, look beyond color to focus on character, and follow the 
example of non-violence and love given to us by our Savior, Jesus Christ. In our 
celebration each year, we attempt to embody these challenges through wor-
ship, music, and spectacular speakers. It is a wonderful opportunity for the 
church to gather with the community and soul search as to how we can be the 
change we want to see in the world. We invite you to support this program in a 
variety of ways. First, we invite you to join us and participate in this celebration. 
Second, we invite you to donate to the celebration; by making a gift you will 
continue to work that Dr. King and so many committed individuals began to-
wards a just nation while also centering diverse voices. Donations ensure that 
we are able to provide excellent food, speakers, and musicians that will inspire 
and keep the justice/equity conversation moving forward. We are excited to 
share this experience with you in whatever way you are moved to participate. 
 In service and in the love of Christ,  

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee 
Ruth Whittle, Pastor Rebecca West-Estell, Juanita Martin, Anna McCarver, Tim 
O’Hara, Dr. Anthony Pattin, Janet Beilstein, and Pastor Chris Hanley 



                                                                                     

Book Club 
January 20th,  1pm 

“John Addams” by David McCullough 
“The problem with Adams is most Americans know nothing about him.”  
 - David McCullough 

 
 
 

 
Confirmation 

Confirmation will start back for regular gatherings on TODAY from noon – 2pm. We will be 
off on January 18 for the long weekend and then be back for the rest of January & 

February.  
High School Youth Events 

The winter/spring high school youth calendar is still being finalized. Make sure you are on 
Pastor Kristin’s email list and stay tuned to announcements and weekly emails for 

upcoming events! 
 
Join us Sunday, January 25 for a celebration of the Hope for Salem 

house! There will be photo displays and refreshments in the Nest from 10am – 11am to 
show the progress and accomplishments over the years. A volunteer recognition dinner and a 
house dedication will take place later in the spring! The house is not yet finished, but we are 
working on the remaining items and expect the house to be completed by the end of January, 
or early February.  

HOPE’S MINISTRY TEAM 
Ministers: The Members of Hope 
Senior Pastor: Kevin Maxey, (Home 567-288-2072) pastorkevin@hopetoledo.net 
Associate Pastor: Kristin Hunsinger, pastorkristin@hopetoledo.net  
Music Director: Gail Mowry, gmowry@hopetoledo.net 
Children & Family Ministries Director: Pam Ferrara, pferrara@hopetoledo.net 
Adult Choir Director/Organist/Pianist: Ron Prebe, rprebe@hopetoledo.net 
Office Manager/Finance Secretary: Cindy Franklin, cfranklin@hopetoledo.net 
Communications Specialist: Nat Love, nlove@hopetoledo.net 
Maintenance/Custodian: Scott Lenz 
Management Team Chair: Ron Ranallo            Vision Team President: Louise Schlatter 



SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service  |  10:00 a.m. Faith Formation |  11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

CONTACT: office@hopetoledo.net  |  419.536.8383  |  www.hopetoledo.net  |  2201 Secor Rd., Toledo, OH 43606 

                     
LOOKING AHEAD 
 
Office Closed: MLK Day 
Mon, January 19th 
 
Congregation Meeting 
February 15th, 10am 
 
Ash Wednesday 
February 18th 
 
Pancake Breakfast 
March 1st, 10am 
 
Easter Sunday 
April 5th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministers are congregation 
members trained by  Stephen 
Leaders to offer high-quality, one-to-
one Christian care to 
people going through 
tough  times.  For more 
information, please call 
the office. 

This Week at Hope: Jan 11 thru Jan 18 
 
Sun 9:00am Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:00am Disciples in Training (Downstairs, Nursery) 
 11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 12:00pm Confirmation (Upstairs) 
  
Mon 11:00am Staff Meeting (Nest) 
  6:30pm Al Anon (Nest) 
  
Tues 11:30am Lunches with Luther (Nest) 
 4:00pm Reformed Love Meal (Salem) 
 8:00pm AA Meeting Westgate (Larson Hall) 
  
Wed 7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
  
Thu   
  
Fri 7:30pm AA—New Hope (Larson Hall) 
  
Sat  
 
Sun 9:00am Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:00am Disciples in Training (Downstairs, Nursery) 
 11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 3:00pm Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Celebration   
  (Offsite) 
 
  

SERVICES LIVE ON INTERNET  →  www.hopetoledo.net 
 
 

Bob Beers, Nancy Bourquin, Jeri Campbell, Angie McCarthy, Joy Gibbs,  
Elliott Henry, Marian Mulligan, John Salsbury, and Dick Schell


